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PREACHED 


At the Lent Aſiizes at Chelmesford in 
Eſſex, March 2d. 1699. 


PROVING, 


That the Promoting witverſal Righteouſneſs, Piety, Fuſtice, 
and Honeſty, is the ture Means to exalt a Nation, its Inhabitants, 
and Government, in Honowr, Safety, and Proſperity. 


By ANTHONY WALK E&K,DÞD. 


Ezech. 3,19- If thou warn the wicked, and be turn not from his Wickedneſs, | 
nor from bi; wicked Way, he die in bis Iniquity ; but thou haſt dels- 
vered thy Soul. 

Verſe 2 . If thow warn the Righteous, that the Righteous ſin not, and be doth 
not ſin, be ſhall ſurely live ; becauſe ht is warned : Alſo thou baſt delyvered 
thy Soul. 


Arms in S. Pauls Church-Yard, 1691. 
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TO THE 


Right Honourable 


Sir Henry Pollixfen, Lotd Chict Juſtice 
of the Common-Pleas, and Sir Nicholas 
Letchmere, one of the Barons of. the 

- | Exchequer, Jadges of Aſie for the 

- home-Circuit. | 

And the Honourable Collonel F. Gok 
of Chiſſel; High Sheriff for the Coun- 

- 3 We” wr 


- 
, » * 


Much, and moſt deſervedly, Honoured, 


| OW ſtale and ſufpefed ſoever the 
H Pretence be, of extorting Impor- 
tunity to inforce it , as an Ex- 

cuſe of appearing in Print ; yet no Man of 
Senſe, nay, Prejudice it ſelf, than which 
nothing 1s more ſenſeleſs, can judge me. fo 
far boft, to all Sentiments of Truth, Mo- 
defty, and common Prudence, as to appeal 

| A 2 to 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
to ſuch unexceptionable Witneſſes in a Caſe 
that would not bear it. ©? 
The Truth is, 1 was Pic  foyuch Re- 

Intancy brohght to ter this Sermorr ſee more 
Light, , which, unavoidable late .. gornp .. to 
Church, fored me to delrver in-tbe Dark, 
that I rather need to beg Pardon for it.” 

- But Then, I . had, almoſt to... Rudeneſs, 

* LNG WA JO ACUUT PUNE: 
withſtood Requeſts, a er ſoy, of Quality tur- 
ned intreating .into, arguing 4 wnd. inforcd 
\ be judged my Denials not well 60 Sag; 

then, as the Eagle, pierced with an Arrow 
feathered from its, own Wing,: my obſlina- 
cy 'was . vanquiſhed by my own Weapongr; 
and with unvillmng Willingneſs, T yielded 
to run the Rick of its long by the Eye, 
what it had bezond expettation gain'd by the 
Ear. | 

I heartily bleſs Gad, that I have liv'd to ſee 

Fudyes in England, who cannot only bear, 
but approve ſuch honeſt plain preaching, and 


defire 


The Epifle Dedidatory. 


Gefere.it may. be made publick, "with hape:that 
'& will do ſome" Serute> to the:Nation:,\" ann. 
--. And if I may touch ſo {malla thing, (fox 
I. canuat. own # needs Apology," my. citing 
Je.many. Scriptures, 'T ſuſpe&, will be: ſtylex 
Nimiam. Diligentiam, an#.but a- foleum 
trifling : Be it ſo ; yet I did not run-mta 
this, right-hand. Error blindfold. Had ny 
buſineſs been only with \Meri's. Ears ail Fans 
ciety*:T ſhould have ufed other: Tools : But 
being to do with their Hearty aod Conſe CLENLS 
cer,\ and tocut down Sin, audibuild up:Rrgh 
teouſneſs, I knew nothing fo fit for my Pur- 
poſe, as the Sword of the Spirit, the Word 
of God, *which'1 quick in powerful, and 
the only Weapon fit to pull. down the [tron 

Holds of Sin and Satan. God will be Gel 
whether Sinners will or no; and bis Word will 
r:22ain an. Awe upon Men's Minds, how 
unnodiſh ſorver it ſeem to urge ſo much of 
it ; and will be a golden Sceptre to convince 
and rule, or elſe a Rod of Iron to condemn 
and to break in pieces. And 


-.\ And bere I —_ to your Honours, 
and the unprejudiced hone /t' Readers, and if 
it may __ ful to the 7 Pablch, and. ac. 
ceptable to Men of ſuch a Charatter, it ſhall 
fois (for 3 Rex Yor Ri hroos/meſs Can 
not: be. over-welcome to unrizhtdous Men ' till 
it'comvince them to forſake it 5) and though 
ﬆ: ſhould fall more ſhort of Acceptance from 
the \ Prefs, \ than-! of exceeded my M25 2% 
wm the Pulpit, I ſhall reſt ſatis) 

An AT of | vo to my Bettery, for 
Kindueſs to my» Equals 3 and ſhall findy L 
apyrou my ſelf more readily 


March 
_ a6 'Your Honours _ Humble, - 


and moſt Obedient Servant. 


A. Watker. 


Ie (G92 


TY, 


mo 4 ; 


- 
—J_ FY ab Þ@tvecte.. fto $. ici. + F WE, 4 — To _ 3 
— — — »”” _— —_— 


| = AY -PR1 E AGHE. wy bs ae þ ac Ne | 
A the Aﬀzcs heldat Gelnsfard;Maxch 
&* Av\ 7 al if 
Ne. | 1191.9 Dy ths, 24.73 | IO 1315 [4  ARIWV \ 


\ ao yin Fn ot ite 1942 or 17 COIN 
. 71 'M RIAL Peetitl 1: o7Þ, ron Hole out 


Fo 
{91 ITT 3 1 Sts "IT O07] bro * 


if? ;; Þ "Pr, k 
\.MC 
03 Mio 4 «+ SIEM B -: Ed 4Þ © \iC 


Raj cod «Neto: Duo Finds rn 
A901 15; 66 offs; ) 6 02H 4 RO0NG 


> 1 1 :MHytor COb11 (ld fr 313tt 298. nb 
vof Lg T1416 
duphi At hve no: " of the 
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$8 = The True fnttrdi of Nations 
will deſire and endeavour to promote the ZZovenr, Safety, 
and Welfare of his Native S_—_ the Naticn of w —_ 


he is a Member : | ""PRENORPY Ea. 

to preſerve our ' Being,and to advance our own Well-being, 
the ſecondis like unto it; tq Vove our Conntr ou pro- 
mote its Happineſs ; and foxtdur Brethren, and Companions 


ſake, to ſeek its goed; Plal. 122. 8,9. | 
A = 
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lible Rectps, and D a TD low, > (Health of the Body 
Politick ; ie eſt td- the wiſeſt Srare- 
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Phyſcias, Los acceptabl d, and ſucceſsfully obtrain'd 
Sl from God tank ings 3- «9, TO IT. 

And to render it as inciligl and icable, and my 

— —— leasI can, to 


\ nal 


"any oſha 


Thirdly, Set before you a 
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Which 


..... dipartially ated 77." g 
'  Whith' tire as contrary to each other; as were the'Cauſes 
from which they do proceed ;- fo that there is an. evident 
Antitheſis , or Oppoſition between' the two entire Sen- 
tences, and every Word in either of them. 

And as Contraries ſet by' one atrother, ſo# of 'and itlu- 
ſtrate one the other, the 7excarries'its own Commentary 
with it, and might help. to explain it ſelf. | 

But I will wave, and deny my ſelf that advantage; and 
to hugband Time, confine my ſelf tothe former -Branch ; 
Righteouſneſs exalts a Nation: "Every Word' of» which, 
without Wrefting, or offering the leaſt!Violence .to' them; 
may ba a Threefold Signification:* * | 

Firſt, The Subjeft, Nation , may ſignifie, -x. The Coun- 
trey, or Place inhabited ; As, Take away our Place and Na» 
tion, John 11. 48. | EY," 

''2. The People inhabiting in ſuch- a Place ::0 Peopley 
Nations, Languages, Dan. 3. 4 Ads 2.5. But this is fo 
common , it needs no Proof ;' and the very Text expounds 
it ; making any People in the latter Branch, parallel to Na-- 
tion, in the former. & 10 | ? 

3. The Government, and Polity, by which ſuch a'Peo- 
ple are governed in fuch a Country, defended from their 
Enemies, ſecur'd in their Rights, reſtrain'd *from doing ill, 
ercourag'd to do well, by Wiſe and Righteous Laws, and 
juſt Execution of them, by Rewards-and Puniſhments : For, 
if Zouſe may be put for the Mafter of it; as, Luke 19. 9. 
This day is Salvation come to thu Houſe, i, e; to Zacheus ; 
2s I find it expounded : And ' Church, for-the ruling Part 
in the Church, Matth. 18. 17. Ted it to the Church. Tis 
not leſs proper to expound Nation, for the Government of 2 
Nation. $0 hk, nh | | 

Secondly, The Cauſe , Righteouſneſs, with reſpeR to Na- 
tions, may be confidered as Threetold ; ( for EvangeticaZ 
Righteouſneſs reſpeAs Perſons fingly, not Nations complexly,) 
which we may call Religions, Civil, Moral Righteouſneſs. 


F 


B I. Rc Lig 'ous 


to The True Iwtereftof Nations 
. Retigiain Righteouſerſs/15 Gedlineſs.or: Piety; whith, gives 
—— Worſhip and Service he expe&s ; The reals 
-——_ Name, Plat. 29; Which is the Scope of the firſt Ta- 
Ee, 0 3212 £14309 (ov brig ett 
-.4+ (Cinity Legal, PolivicalRighteduſuefs, whidhis Jufice 
and- Equity, conkiſting/in due> Aumini/{ration of: Jndgment, 
by juſt diſtribution 64;Rewards and Puaiſhinents, according 
to the- true Deſign '2nd 'Intene - of the Wrſe and Rightevus 
Laws of every.Nation. and: Society of Men, . frfexding and 
rewarding nope end/Jo thera z and reflrais 
ning and puniſbing; thoſe who tranſgrels and; break - ehem ; 
that the Adminiſtration of Juſtice may 'be really the 7errer 
of, ant dorrs:, tid te the. Praiſe. of them who de well , 
Roma3. : : "0s + "7 p- | b. 

3- Moral Righteouſneſs is Honeſty and Probity , fair apd 
vpright dealing by p_ Ferfougy beryixt Man gov Man ; 
the of which, is-to /ove eur Neighbour as aur (elves, 
Hat 24 39, And-that- Golden Rule of our Saviour, to ds 
ta hers, as we wonld.they ſhould: do te us, Luke: 6, 31, And 
the whole amounts to we/king ( in all capedities, with all 
goolf Conſcience, aid of offeme | towards God and Mey, Acts. 


2.4. 16; 9b; "yr 

Thirdly, The Effet, Exalteth : This ulſlo may waply 

Three Things ;;Henown, Safety, Plenty. .,, ,  _ 
. 1, 'To Exalt, ſignifies to ſet pp 07 bigh in Honour, Re- 
nown, and Fame; Zo. make thee. bigh above all Nations 
which be bath made, in Praiſe, in Name, and Honear, Deut 
26. 19, And. the very Text intimates this, in oppoſing 
Reproach, to being exalted. | 

2. Safety,,. To:be ſet on high, oft Gigaifies $0: be pla- 
ced out of the reach of Danger To /er him on high from hins 
that puffeth at him. 

He {ball dwell os bigh, his place of Defence fball be the 
Aſuxition of Recks, Ila. 33- 16. te is my Sheeld, and my 
Salvation, my high Tower, aud my Refuge; my Sauiour, thou 
ſaveſt me from violence, 2 SAM. 22. 3. 


3- Plenty, 


3: Plevin, and Prefer ity 3 Whemit is. withai Notion as 
David pray'd it might be with his, F/af,.r44;:13,14 15. 
That our Song;may 46 45 FN gramnepiin'tbeir youth; our 
Davghters ara ueres tots. polafhed yy ws fimilitade of 
s Palage © That our Garners may he full;. offarding all manner 
of Store: That our Sheep may bring forth Theefands, and teu 
Thouſands in eur $treets': That our QOxen may he ftrong ta la- 
 boux 2 That, thre be no, bryaking tn, nor 'going: out ;; that 
ihenechs. no: complaining, iniqnr, Streets.  Heppy is the Peo 
ple that tin ſuch 8 caſe. Happy, here; is confignificant to 
bang exalted. 2 ing 5s © 2 FREIE 

And that enlarged Promiſe of exceeding Plenty , Peur. 
23. 38s 12-17bt Lord ſhall make thee phoettenns tn Goods, by 
the, frait of. thy Body ornttyi1 Gattel, fmt hiyderaund:.: The 
Lord ſþall.open to thee his goad Treaſart, Ends thus,v; 113 
And the Lord ſhall make-thee the Head;-ard\ mot the Tal; 
and theu ſhalt $4 ahowve ;ouly2 gnd then halt riet be beneath. 
So thag-Plenty and Profparity; properly etalts-in- Scripture- 
Language'agd Aczouns.; ol) hong he en nt 

Thus from this genvive Explication of the Words, you 
may pleaſe to take a comprehenſive view of this an_ | 
Text," and -graſp-ghe Strength and Subſlance of it4nto,one 
Propoſition, v/3, buy 13584: 809i: 228 ils nl 


"ff 43 MY). Ati baucoft 

That, Religion and Piety,' | Jaſtice, aud *Eguity ,- Probity 
and Honeſty, exalt inte. Honour and Renews, Safety avd 
Peace, Plenty and. Profperity,: a Nation, the Lavd in which 
they are found, the _ by whom they are practiſed, 
the Goppramene by. wiach. they- are:deſengded and 'ipromo- 
ted. Th ICS oat a* ger! 


| To be handling which Propoſition, Lhallfer theks Li- 
mitogng bayods to my. Diſcourſe,.as the Method apd Meca- 
ures or 1t. | LI NEETN Sv 3... 7, 
. #. Toicanfirm 4ts Truth, . that they.do it. X 

2. To {hew the Seaſon and Circumſtances when 
doit. B 2 3. To 


12 The Tye Intereſt of \Nations 
' 3. To.demonſtrate-the Reaſons why, or ſhew the Means 


by which they: do it. t 
ADvhi I\hall uy diſtihaly asTcan, + 
to bonfirm this Truth,' viz. that 


| Fel withrhs Aſt, 
LM ot ice, Honeſty, exalt Conntriey, People, Governments, 
rr {neous Safab Plenty, *\ | 

[There cannot! be' a more full and comprehenſive Confir- 


 mition'given of any Truthj+than*what may be-drawn to 


cofiftrin chis, from Dear249; iwthe £4 firſt Verſes, imall the 
Hranedliy of it, which I'ittuft refer you to, being roo long 
to tranſcribe and point at the Particulars. - 

Mihen 4t goeth.well with the Righteous, the City rejoiceth, 
ByabeBle ſin v4 theTpright theCity is exalted,Prov.1 tro. 

\ Religion and! \Juſtice, aro like the twoPillars Solomon ere- 
Qed betore oy orch of the Temple, Fakin and Boxe, Eſtz- 
bliſhmenr an d'Srrength, t Hvgs'7. 44 

- Juſtice with Refigion; a5 « Great Man bach obſerved, is 
the ſtrong Founderionzpnd theiſteddy Prijp of States and 
Kingdoms: Therefore good Menare ds Fliks eall'd Elijah, 
The Charibts of Iſrael, "Bl tht Horſemen thereof, 2 Kings 
4%. I 2a 

.” Wharza Bleſſing had: ten vighteods Mer been'to Sodom ; 
for the fake of ſo ſmall 4 number, God would not-have de- 
ſtroyed them, Gen. 18. 32... 
"Peace is rhe Skin of- a Nation ; but" Religion and' Fuftice 
are its Soul and Spirits : The rubbing off the Skin may make 
* ſore; but the folsof Soul and Spirits bring Deth' without 


— Chriſtiats are truly the Bidten Walls and Iroe- 
Gates which ſecure Cities. 
Wiſdom, that is Goodneſs or Piety, in Solomoy's Stile, is 


better than Weapons of War, and ſtrengthneth more 'than 
"Ter (a number of Perfection ; that is, very many) migh- 


ty Men that are in the City, Eccl. 7. 19. 
But I ſhall confrm the Truth of this Sentence, Righreoufe 


neſt exalts a Nation, —_— to the more enlarged _ 


impartially ſtated. | 13 
of it, given in the Explication and Propoſition. By Argu- 
ments drawn from 

t. God's Promiſes. 

- 2. Obſervation and Experience. | 
+ 3» The Aptirudeand Tendency of ſuch Cauſes to produce 
ſuch Effeds, 

I begin with the Firſt, God hath made good Promilſes 
that it ſhall be fo. The Text is expreſs, and fpeaks in the 
preſent Tenſe ; for greater aſſurance, it exalreth to prove, it 
ſhall ſodo. I at preſent take che Promiſes for granted, and 
ſhall by and by produce them, and- on that Suppoſition ar- 


gue. 

They being made, ſhall be made good; or elſe, either God 
cannot do it, or he will not do it. 

Not the firſt, for he is Almighty: Fe can do all thin:s, 

-Job. 42.2. Nothing is too hard for him. A's Arm is not 
ſhortned, nor his - Hand weakned, Jer. 32.27. With God 
wothing ſhall be impoſſible, Luke 1. 37. He made Heaven 
and Earth with a Word, and nothing can withſtand, or re- 
ſiſt his Power ; he doth whatever he pleaſes in the Armies 
of Heaven, and among it the Inhabitants of the Earth. 
. Notthe ſecond; for'he is faithful that hath promiſed, Heb.1o. 
'23: They are thePromifes of him that cannot hie, 77.1.2. not 
-only will not, but carnor ; and may as ſoon ceaſe to be God, 
a5to be true: © Ze is not a'Man that he ſhowld lie, or the 
Son of Man that he ſhould repent, Numb.23. 19. Hath he 
ſaid it, and ſhall be not do it : Hath he ſpoken it, and ſhall he 
not make it good > See t Sam. 15. 29. 

Now the Projniſes are fo many of this kind', /vopem nee 
cop#a fecit, theabundance of them diſtrats my Choice: And 
indeed it is the ſcope and drift of all the Promiſes to encow- 
rage Righteouſneſs, both Perſonal and National ; and of the 
7, breatnings, to diſcorrage and reſtrain Tnrighteouſneſs. See 
at leiſare,' Zev. 26. Dent. 28, 

- But to touch a few + Fe: withdraweth not his Eyes from 
the Righteous ; yea he eftabliſheth them for ever, and they are 
_ exalted, Job. 36. 7. He 


1s The Trae Interaii of Nations 


He fhall judge the People mith Righteouſneſs, and the Paor 
with Judgment; then,the Mountains Tall bring Peace, a com- 
prehenſive word for all Proſperity, aud the Jitthe fills by 
Righteouſneſs, Plal. 72. 2, 3. FE <= 6 
Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other, as is ſaid of Mel- 
chiſede. King of Salem ; firſt Ang of Righteouſneſs, then 
King of Peace, Heb. 7. 2. Righteous Kings ſhall inherit 
Peace to themſelves and. People; for the Throne is eftabli- 
ſhed by Righteouſneſs, Prov. 16: 12 to them that ſit upon 
at, and over whom it is {ct. 

The Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the Effe# 
of Righteouſneſs quietneſs and aſſurance for ever, And my 
People ſhall dwell in peaceable FHabitations, and in ſure 
Dwellings, and in quiet reſting Places, Iſa. 32.17,'18. 

Hae Yhat walketh righteouſly, and ſpeaketh uprightly, that 
deſpiſeth the Gain of Oppreſion, and ſhaketh his Hands from 

holding of Bribes, and floppeth his Ears from hegring of 

Blood, and ſtutteth his Eyes ' from ſeeing of Evil; be ſbal 
Awe{ on bigh, I. 33, 15+ | | 

See. farther, Jer. 2.2. 9 4: Execute Judgment and Rights- 
onſneſs : —+- For if you do this indeed; then ſball there enter 
in by theſe Gates Kings fitting upon the Throne of David,'&c. 

Secendly, Experience confirms the fame, ;the moſt: reli- 
gious juſt, and vertuous Nations, have, generally ſpeaking, 
been moſt flouriſhing; andthe moſt rightequs Governments 
the moſt renown'd and proſperous. 

"Tis 8 good Obſervation of St. Augu/tin, That God gave 
that proſperous Succeſs to the Romans, by which they ob- 
tained the Dominion of fo.great a part of. the theg ,, known 

iWprld, for: their ,Juſtice, Fidelity, Temperance, and Cha- 

ty, and ther Love and Practice of Moral Vertues, aod 

niſhing of Vice ; inwhich they exceedrd, and may ju 
riſe up in Judgment againſt, moſt Chriſtian Nations ;. who, 
under ſo much clearer Light , and ſtrifter Obligations, 
came fo \much {bart-of them, Tims ond. fl me to 
inſtance in particular - Perſons. How . religiouſly tender 
were 


ipartially ſtated. ret 
were they of the Publick Faith ; when * 4+ » ge 4u Gai. 48, 
banus was rent in pieces, by four Chariots, 20.0. 1. ( Which * 
for violating of it, whengiven toan Enemy, even is mot 
jrr all his Book ; contafning # Viadication of the firifinefs of the Roi Laws, mad” 
the kmpartial Execution them, N22. Art. Tu diftis Albane manores, ' 

And de Men never fo impatient to hear of it, 'twwxthoſe- 
that tmade the Reign of X ernmcy ſo flouriſhing, and her 
Memory fo dear to Englith-men. 

And the facred ory, from the time of the Jews begins. 
ning to be 4 People, througl all their Judges and Kings, till 
they ceas'd ro be ſo; is a conftant cxemplification of this: 
Troth, how Rightconfnefs. ſes them up, and Unrighteouſ- 
neſs pull'd thern down. 

_ Shalt thou reign, Lecanſe thou incloſeſt thy ſelf in Cedar > 
Did. not thy Father eat- and drink, aud As Judgment and Jus 
tice ; and then it was welt with bim. ' He judged the Cauſe 
of the Poor and Needy; then it was well with him. Was not 
thus to kYow me, fairh the” Lordt 7 Jer. 22.15, 16- 

And tis 3 Method worthy of God; to- proceed thus to 
make himſelf known ; '4nd'to reach. the ſtupid - World rhis 
Leflon, that the Righteous Lord lwveth Righteniefneſs; due 
them who do Iniquity, and love Violence, Ins Sout haterh. 

*F's Righteouſneſs which keeps Deſtruftion far: off, or 
prevents it, when threatned\and approaching. | Whatdav'd 
Judah and: Felofophat from that mighty Hoſt, which came: 
againſt them , but Faith, and: Prayer, and Reformation? 
2 Chron. 20. 6 

What delivered Jeruſalem from: Sewachari#s Hoſt, cor 
ſiſting of Hundreds of rhouſands : bue rhe Prayer of - /Jarat 
the Prophet, and Zeze&ia4 the King, the Miniſters of Reli- 
gion anc Juſtice ; yea, routed his Army'in a Night, by an 
Angel, ſaying 185000, /a. 37. 

What fav'd Naeveb from God's peremptory threatne# 
Ruine: within Forty days ; bat their crying mightily t0 God';; 
turning every .one from his Buil', and ceaſmg from the- 
Violence that was in their Hands, Jonah 3. 4 Where we 
may 
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may eaſily take notice of all the Three Branches of Righte- 
ouſneſs in our Propoſition. * = | 

They cried mightily to God ; there's Piety : They ceaſed 
from tbe Violence of their Hands ; there's Juſtice: They 
turned every one from the Evil of their Ways , there's Mo- 
ral Honeſtly, or Probity. 

3- This Truth may beconfirm'd,  fromthe- relation there 
is between Cauſes, and their Effects. We eaſily believe the 
produttion of Effets, when we ſee Cauſes prepared , apt 
-and fitto bring them forth ; as, That things ſhall be burner, 
when we ſee them caſt into the Fire ; that- Men's Hunger 
and Thurſt ſhall be fatisfied and ſlaked, when we ſee them 
eat anddrink what's wholeſome in both kinds. 

Now Piety, Equity, Honeſty, are Cauſes, as fit to bring 
forth Honour, Saſety, and Proſperity, as any Cauſes can.be- 
to produce their proper Effefts: And that, 

Firſt, With reſpe& to God, the Righteous Fudge of all 
the } Earth ; who will as certainly encourage and reward 
them, as puniſh the Contraries. Mark. Abraham's Plea for 
Sodom, Gen. 18. 25. To ſlay the Righteous with the Wicked, 
and that the Righteous ſhould be as the Wicked, that be far 
from thee ; hal not the Judge of all the Earth do right 2? 

And fo Abimelech pleaded his Innocency for his Safety, 
Gew. 2.0. 4. Wilt thou ſlay alſo « righteous Nation ? 

The Righteous Cond loveth Righteouſneſs; and he will 
a&t fo, thata may, any man that takes notice of his Provi- 
dences, ſhall ſay, doubtleſs there is a reward for the Righte- 
ous ; doubrileſs there is a God that judgeth in the Earth Plal. 
58.11. Every man may ſee it, man may behold it afar off, 
Job 36. 25. He that runs may, read it. We” 

I confeſs, as to particular Perſons , God's Proceedings 
with them, are not always ſo obvious ; becauſe he hath 
another Place and Time to reckon with them, and reward 
tiem, and on purpoſe forbears preſent Payment : fome- 
times to prove there is a future Judgment. But for Nations, 
as Nations , this is the proper Seaſon for Rewards , or 
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Puniſhments, the Nations of the"World ceaſing! to be Na- 
tions when the World {hall ceaſe to be. g 

Secondly, With reſpeCt to the Things themfelves ; they 


have an apt Tendency to produce ſuch Effes ; they are as . - 


Seed which brings forthyFruit of- &s own kind:. As Wheat 
bears Wheat; ſo Righteouſueſs bears Honour'and Safery. 
As Grace is the of Glory future: to Perſons ; fo theſe 
Vertues are the Seed of Glory preſent to'a Nation. ' Z7js 
Satvation is nigh to' them that fear him;that Glory -may dwell 
in our ' Land, -Pfal. 85. ge. Light 45 fowh for thi righteous, 
and: Gladneſs' for the upright tn.hearr; Plal: 97, 11 . Theſe 
Light and Glazneſs are comprehenſive'Words, including all 
we ſpeak'of to make a People thappy ;-and -as they- are 
ſown for the Righteous ; ſo Righteouſneſsis the Seed ſown; 
from whence they ſpring ; Gfory' to the. Righteons, was the 
Prophets Song, fa. 2.4. x66 13507! 0100 

. We oft meet this Expreſſion, . 2exdeth to———Righteos/- 
neſs tenteth to Life, Prov. 10. 16.11.19; "Religion and 
Juſtice,.they have a propenſe Tendency to the produQion 
of theſe things z' and we may thince contlude, they will in- 
fallibly produce them! - 1: Nb No 

Theſe are:thoſe Waters of the SanQtuary, which hea/ al! 
to which they flow, and give Life to every thing whither the 
River cometh, Ezek. 47. 9. ay 

_ 24\When do they doit? Ia what Seaſon and Circum- 
ſtances? We, Me 1 

I Anſwer ; When Religion: and' Juſtice become National 
Vertues, are in Eſteem and Reputation, and 'tis Men's In- 
tereſt to own and practiſe them. 

As there is ao Temptation greater, than'for men to find, 
or think it their Intereſt to be wicked ; for few eſcape that 
Snare: So no ConjunRureis happier, than when *tis men's 
Intereſt ta be good and vertuous ; ſor that encourages many 
to be truly.ſo, and invites more to appear ſuch; when a 
Nation exalts theſe, they will exalt that Nation. Exalt her, 
and ſhe ſhall promote thee; ſhe ” bring thee to Honour, 

when 
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when thou doſt embrace her:;' ſhe ſhall give to thive Head an 
Ornament of Grace, a C La gorge ſhe deliver to 
thee, Prov: 4. 8, 9.- 
Bur ſome may farther ask, When may Rightrou/ne/+ be 
eſteemed: National, that. we may expet.and hope for theſe 
S 14mm 8 > BY Yor Rod 
. To which, let me firſt fay without offence, I heartily 
wiſh that we knew this-fo well by a gufty reliſhing, and 
ſweet experience ; that it were needleſs to be taught it by 
dry, and-more inſipid \ſpeculations ; and'that we had not 
known it by-its' Contraries,.Mmore feelingly, then by it ſelf, 
and by the Yexatidns wherewith God did vex us with Ad. 
by for qur vorighteouſneſs; as 4zarieh ſpake'ro Aſa , 


2. Chron: 5.5, t, | | | 
And Fi, [11 tellyou'ina Word, whenit will-nor.doit; 
When it is diſcountenanced, look'd upon, askew,: with'a 


| and affraid 


The. Righteous God will! not. (cxalt that- Nation whicty 
thus treats Righteouſneſs, unleſs for ſome littke Time, ur 
graviori lapſy ruant.z that the/higher they are|Jift up, their 
Fall may be more conſpicuous to others, and' more painful 
to. themſelves. 

But Secondly, Religionand Jufice then become, 2hd are- 
yore = NS ed by the Gre 

i. When- are prac encouraged by the - 
teſt ; whoſe ſpecial Province, and peculiar Duty it is'to do 
ir. Great is the influence of Example ; but the. Example 
of. Great Men it of greateſt influcnce. The Courr fers the- 
Faſhion, and is the Standard to City and Conntry, not on- 
ly of Garbs, -but Manners ? For, as when a Ruler bearkews 
' ro Lies, . all bis Servants are wicked, Prov. 29, 12. So a: 
wiſe King, which fits on the Throne of Judgment, whoſe 
Throne is a Throne of Righteous Judgment, carrereth aff 
Evil with his Eyes, and bringeth the Wheel over the Wicked, 
Prov. 20, 8,26. - If 


If a Sun of Righteouſneſs: thine in that-Ofb, ( pive me 

leave to:uſe thar Phraſe in.aminferiour, ſecondary Senſe; ) 
he heals the Nations of their hmpiery and Oppreſſion : Bar 
if it be eclipfed,' or turned: into Bloud, thick Darkneſs co- 
vers all the. Nation. $4 - > a 

Therp:ſbines the Moon, which governs the Tides of 
Vertue and Vice; and they riſeand-fafl, ebb-and flow, as 
mfluenctd thence. ! :: -- oc | ES 
- 'Tis:almoſt conftant in tle: Sacred Hiſtories, togive ac» 
count of the Jewiſh Nation, as to Religion or Wickedneſs, 
according to the Diſpoſition"of their Great Men. -- When 
the Great Men were Rulersw of: Sodom, the Iaferiours are 
People of CT ? 00 5 Je" -1 

2. When Piety and Honeſty, -and Fidelity and Ability, 
are eſteemed the beſt Qualifications for public Senploy- 
ment, and the next Steps to Preferment, and no'dimini- 
ſhing Terms, are not 'a Bar, or Stainant Colours- in a 
Man s Coat-Armour. Unrighteous Governments muſt have 
Tools ſuitable to their-De and Work.; and Honeſt 
Men. will not do diſhoneſt Things ; and therefore are not 
for their Turn; and 'tis well if they can ſcape with only 
being! negleAted. Bonus #zr Cajus Seius, ſed Chriſtianas: 
$o f9oh and ſuch»are Able Men, Honeſt Men ; but they 
are too Preciſe, too Zealous, and Strait-lac'd. 

"Tis the Ruine of Nations, when Ambitious Men. court 
high Places, and are admitted to them for Favour, or for 
Money; for they that buy,muſt ſell; Firſt,Themſclves,to do 
wickedly: Next, The Righteous, and their Cauſe ; be- 
cauſe they” ſcorn to purchaſe what the Laws of God and 
Men had given them ſo juſt a Claim and Title to. 

| py the Land where Ferhro's Counſel is Canoni- 
cal; to place able Mew, fearing God, Men of Truth, and ha- 
ting  Covetouſueſs, aver: the People , Exod. x8.21. When 
the Righteous are in Authority, the People rejoyee, faith So 
lowon, Prov. 29.2, And Reafon good they ſhould; for then 
Piety, Equity, and Probity a like to be promoted. 
| 2 
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3- When 
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-.::$+ When "HSapprovedby/mdſt, and praftiſed by many ;. 
g98Y; Looks and re een og 
mk Pidty-and Honefty>therteantt fpread:': Theſe are like 
the Solum arid :CalemtoraÞlant ;/ good Soil, 'and\ food! Sun 
and Rain, fertile. Earth, and kind Heaven; when: tis not 
daſb-d,out ef Countenance; with a wrinkled fcowling Brow ; 
ppr-iancd:imtothe Stable;asFeſeph and: the Bleſled Virgin, 
when there was 19 room for them in- therIng, ! 4t;121c7, 
Or, _ ſpeckled Bird;-anuſt fly ime: the Wilderneſs, bc- 
cauls,the Birdyoft the Foreſb are all againſt it, Jer. 12-9. and 
conſtraind ! to ſigh out Dawwd?s Option;' 0: that / had the 
Wings of a Ppve, to fly aitayctobe at. reſt;'Phats 5. 6. Or to 
ſit as a-Sparrow aloneupon the Hauſe-top z becauſe in thee 
pening of the Gates, 'and-Concourſe of the People, none will 
regard: her, 1 eto nnthent +: bs bogs: 
How canRighteouſneſs be:-counted National ; when a Na» 
tion abhors it 5 and irs own. Mother's Children account it: a 
Sranger and an Alicn? (731 4 1% 
Bur when they, who-ask the way 'to Ze, with their Fa- 
ces thitherward, Jer. 50.-5. go, as the Tribes went toFeru- 
falem, in Troops, and with Muſick; then-weak Hands and 
feeble Knees, weary Legs and fainting Hearts, renew their 
vrrengrh,  and/mount | up as Eagles; and Rdligion . ſpreads 
amain, like the* Vine which God' brought ous of. Egypr ; 
which when his Hand planted, fill'd the Land, P/al. So. 9. 
4+ When *'tis ſcorn'd by few, perſecuted and ſupprefsd 
by none; then as the Goſpel, when it hath a free Courſe, 
runs, and is. glorified, 2 7beſ, 3. r., when the Stream: of 
Righteouſneſs bath no Dams mn-its Chanel, to! obſtru@ its 
lowing, it will, like Jordav, inthe time of Harveſt, over- 
flow its Banks, and water the Land, as Ni/us doth: Aigypr, 
.to make it fertile :: When neither the Sword of the Mouth, 
.nor the Mouth of the Sword are whet againſt at: Whea.no 
Arrows of invenom'd bitter Words, dipp'd in the Poiſon of 
Aſps, arcthot againſt it: 'Tis not ſtigmatized, or branded 
with opprobious Names, which þlaſk jt as the huraing m_ 
W 
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wind nips the tender Buds; and when the Foot of Violence 
eannot approach to hurt it ; but thoſe Dogs, who delight to 
wotry; and. to. fuck the Blood of the Lambs of Chriſt, are 
ſo muzzled or chain'd up; that, thaugh-they may grin and 
ſhow their Teeth, they cannor tear and read ow. But 
Men may be as go2d as they will, and- the Grace of God 
excites, and enables them to be ; and the Voice of Provi- 
dence fay to them, even in-this Lite preſent, what Chriſt 
ſpoke, with relation to the: Lite to come: Fear not little 
Flock, Luke 12.32. And what our Lord ſpake in a Viſion 
to Paul: Be not affraid'; but peat, and hold not thy Peace ; 
for I am with thee, and none ſhall ſet upon thee to hurt thee, 
Atts 18.9. 20. And:Rightcouſneſs obtains that Privilege, 
with which St. L«ke concludes the Hiſtory of the 4Xs, in 
relation to St. Pau/. He received all that came into him, 
preaching the Kingdom of Ged, and teaching the things which 
concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all Confidence, no Man 
forbidding him. When the Children of God are not at the 
proud, and cruel Mercy of the Slaves of Satan z nor at. the 
Will of thzm who hate them for their Father's ſake. Whea 
& Nation is an holy, ſaſe, and quiet Habitation to righteous 
Men. When unJer X'ings, and thoſe in. Authority, we may 
lead a. quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlinefs and Honeity, 
x Tim. 2.2. as St. Pau! directs us to pray ; and as our own 
Liturgy excellently teacheth us, with Fervency, to beg for 
our King and Queen ; , That in all their Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions, they may ever. ſeek God's Honour and Glory, 
and.ſtudy to-preſerve the People committed to their Charge, 
in Wealth, Peace, and Godlineſs. In fuch a Seaſon, Pzery, 
Equity, and Honeſty, arein a hopeful way to be exalted 10 
a Nation ; and then they will exalt that Country, People, 
Government, in Honour, Safety, Plenty ; which was the 
ſecond Head of: Diſcourſe, to ſhew. when, or in what Care- 
es of Time.it doth it. 
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I procced to the-third Head to be difcourſed on, viz. 
Todemonſtrate the Reaſons why, and ſhew the means 

by which, Piety, Equity, Probity, thus exalt a Nation.” And 
though they are-many, Time will allow me to inſift upon. 
but few of them. 

The firſt and principal is ; becauſe they engage God to be 
God of ſuch a Nation, and to own them, 2 leſs them as 

' his People : To demonſtrate this, might fuperſede the reſt 

as needleſs; or-leave them but as Grains to be caſt into the 

Balance, which add but little to the main weight. 

I may ſay of this, as the great Statefman ; who, being 
ask'd what was the wiſeſt, and faſeſt way to govern a King- 
dom, wrote in the top, the middle, es foot of the Page, 
Moderation, Moderation, Moderation : Or, as the Rhetori- 
cian ; who was ask'd what was the chief Excellency of an 
Orator, reply'd, Promunciation', Pronunciation, Pronuncia- 
tron. So may we truly anfwer him, who asks what exalts 
a Nation, with redoubled Repetition, God s Preſence with 
them : This is the Firſt, the Second, and the Third; this is 
eruly all m all. | 

*T'was a bold Motto that King us'd, Cui adheres preef, 
He prevails whoſe part I take. | 

Bat it is certainly ſo with thoſe, on whoſe ſide God 
youchfaſes to be, Za. 43. 5: Fear not, for I am with thee, is 

if God be for us, who can be againſt us, Rom. 8; 51. Let 
who will ; let who dare tick againſt the Pricks, they are like 
to:have a hard Task, and they are ſure to be ever-match'd. 

The Lord is on my fide, I will not fear what Man can do 
wxto me, Plal.118.6. 124.1,2. When David ſpent many 
Verſes, in recounting what makes Nations 'flourith in Men's 
Eſteem ; and concluded, Happy is the People which are in 

ſuch a Caſe ; he correAs himſelf in the laſt Words , yea, 

Happy is that People whoſe God is the Lord, Plal. 144. ult. 

They chiefly, nay, they only will be found o. 


in 
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| {n his Hand is Power and Might, ſo that none is able to 
withſtand him, 2 Chron. 20. 6. as Jehoſophat {trengthned; 
his own Faith, and the Faith of his People. . 

And David as fully, as excellently : Thine O Lord is the 
Greatneſs, and the Power, and the Glory, and the Vittory; and. 
the Majeſty ; for all that is in Heaven, and in Earth is thine.. 
Thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as Head: 
above all. Botb Riches and Honour come of thee, and thou- 
reigneſt over all ; and in thine Hand is Power and Might ; 
and in thine Fland it is to make great, "and to give Strength: 
wito all, t Chron: 2.9. 10, x, 12. 

Safety is.of the Lord, as the holy Father David, Pial. 3.8. 
and the wiſe So/omon, Prov. 21.31. both aſſure us. 

Yea, how oft and fully doth Nebuchaduezar,. an: Heas 
then, acknowledge God's abſolute Dominion, as God of 
Gods, and Lord of Kings, Dan. 2. 47. 

His Dominion is an Everlaſting Dominion, and: his Kings 
dom from Generation to Generation, All the Inhabitants of 
the Earth are as nothing :. He- doth according to bis Will in 
the Armies of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of the 
Farth ; None can. ſtay bis Hand, or ſay, What doeſt. thong. 
Dan. 4. 34+ 35- w_ 

How oft doth David call him his Strength.? And: when 
'tis ſaid of, Sampſon; his Strength departed from bim; the- 
next Verſe explains it, telling us, Ged was. departed: from 
him, Judg. 16. 19, 20. = 

Excuſe my overdoing in-ſo plain a Caſe; I muſt. ſuppoſe: 
they have no Bibles, or uſe rhem not, or believe them. not: 
to be God's Word, that need more; 02a 

Now to have-this 4//-ſuficient God torbe with us, and to- 
be owr Sun aud Shield, we muſt walk before him, aud be per-- 
fett; which I look upon, not as ſpoken-to Perſons only, but 
to Natious, becauſe to.4braham; to. whom. God ſaid. upon- 
the changing of his Name, and the reaſon. of his- doing it, 
A Father of many Nations have I made thee, and I will make 
thee exceeding fruitful ; aud I will make. Nations of my 
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and Kings ſball come out of thee, Gen. 17.5, 6. He was 
to be the Feather of the Faithful, and all Nations were to be 
bleſſed in him: Tis ſpoke'to the Nations then in his Loins, 
The Lord will be with them that are with him. Hear 
what Azariah ſaid to Aſa, when the Spirit was wpon” him, 
2 Chron. 15. 2. The Lord i with you while youare with him. 
If you ſeek bim, he will be found of you ; ph om: forſake bim, 
he will forſake you. Yea, what God himfelf faith, r'Sam, 2. 
30. Alm that honoureth me, will 7 honour ; but. he that de- 
ſpiſeth me, ſhall be lightly effeemed. The Lord will 4s 
good to them that are good, and upright in their hearts. He 
will be with the good Magiſtrate, as Fehoſhaphat told his 
Judges, 2 Chron. 10.41. and with a good People, as all his 
Words aſlure them. | 

I will -urge one Scripture more ; *tis Fer. 18. 7, 8. 4t 
what inſtant 7 ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning 
a Kingdom, to pluck up,. and to pull down, and to deftroy ir, 
if that Nation againſt whom I have pronounced,turn from their 
£vil, 4 will repent of the Evil I thought to do unto them. 

Aud at what inflant 1 fhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, aud 
concerning a Kingdom, tobuild and to plant it ; if it do evil 
in my fight, that it obey not my woice, then 1 will repent of 
the Good wherewith I ſaid 7 would benefit them. Let us 
pauſe here. I confeſs my Infirmity ; this Scripture ſtrikes 
me with horror and amazement. 

' Never did the Voice of Providence ſpeak more audibly, 
more diſtintly, more intelligibly, and more encouraging- 
rs Concerning a | Nation, -to build, and to plant it, than in 
the late Revolution ; and Opportunity not only afford it 
{elf, but even preſs'd upon us,to make us « righteous Nation, 
and an happy People ; and it may be, never was a Work, 
init {elf ſo hard, rendered-ſo eafie to have been accompliſh'd, 
' hadit not been our @vn fault ; and whether it be recovera. 
ble, and not paſt remedy, God only knows ; and the thin 
of our Peace hidden from us, becauſe we would not know 
them in the day of our. Viſitation. 


There 
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_ - There are many Texts of Scripture have a Black, a Me- 
lancholy , Sat#znive Aſpect upon. our Circumſtances ;. a ' 
few. of which LIRPoine 0c 400215 OI 

Ezek. 2.4. 13. 1n thy filthineſs is Lewdneſs ; becauſe I have 
purged thee, -anththongwo/inot purged, theu ſhalt wot be fur- 
gea from thy Filthineſs, any more, till 1 have cauſed my f'u- 
ry to refÞ upon thee, (4 Ht 

When:God's Call is £otertained with a deaf.car, and his 
manifeſted expectation fruſtrated and-diſappointed ; which: 
is our Caſps -ib-ever; It; were the Caſe of any Nation under 
Heaven ; then ſurely this iniquity ſhall not be urged from: 
you till, you te, ſaith the Lord. Ged of. Hoits, Va..22. 14. . 

. Ephraim is, joyyed to {dols, tet him atone, Hol. 4. 17. 
7+ Bediphraimts a: Cate nos taued. ," Englend..is joyncd: to 
Profanengſs and, Formality,. Nough-boky,. Cruſted: 0n\ the; 
ide with he Form gf ,Gadlinels ; buy; raw within, and: 
dat heart, as #othe Life. and, Powerzpf it. - O Jeruſalem, 
wilt thou nos he made clean; when ſhall itqnce be 2: Jer. x3. 
alt..;, Such State of Nation Gag pues,himbalt to.2 loſs | 
what to da, to-them, or with therge:!. 1,what (ball 
I do untq thee?., O Judah what ſbath1.domnto thee? - Thy 
Goodneſs is as a Morning-Cloud,, and as the early Dew'it go- 
eth awey, Hol. 6.4) \\\ HAD 2 0 as 2d i 
- The good Lord avert the: bad Ower,; given by; our obſti- 
nate Unrighteouſneſs, (the grey-hairsiot whichare already 
upon us, of. 7. 9. thought molt are {@ blind, they know it 
not ; and none'fo blind as thoſe who wilt not ſee ;) that it 
beinot to us, according. to the Folly of our Provocations. 

2. Rightequſhe(s makes Nations flourill,; Removendo pro 
hibens ; by putting. a ſtop to, and rooting, out- thoſe Vices 
which blaſt, and make them wither > Which 'irt effet;, 
partly, by prevailing upon Men's Conſciences, to fee the 
evil of them, and to hate and loath them, - be athames of 
them, and caſt them oft with detcſtation, faying to them, 
Get you hence: Which 6s the firft BefF. 
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Partly, While the "honeſt , zealous 'Mapiſtrats reſtyaings 
by due executiort of Juſtice, ſuch flagitious Offenders, from 
Amyh. the Land, and infecting others's Which ts thi'next 
Beft. $274 5 OARWENA BUY TUNA $A Hf. .? 

Fint thoſe, whom the Love vw God,\ Themſelves, ant. 
Country, will not\conſtiain\'rs be: govd,' the Fear of the 
Sword of Juſtice may reſtrain, from beiog, atikeſt-openly, 
ſo bag; as their anbridied Luſty wonkd Merry het ts be, 
were thar eovrcive Cirbterhaved} 1! nonniones byſiotrs t 
*-Sael Sins, to/inſtunce' i a few; whitheſtrdy Aingdoms, 


4 }? in" - : 


are. | L 
| Firſh, Whoredom.Ghue not thy flibengr} wto Women,nor thy 
= that hich deſtroys" Kings, Prov.-yiiige When they 
ueigh after phetn Merblour TP7ruey; lite ſed Horſes, td aſ< 
le HhemSobuds by Frop#9%1 Mov lots Hlufers td t6Took 
beyond ſecond Cauſes; to that -Ged,' the Rod bf whiſe ey 
they arefVa.\to. 4. 'Whwt" deſtroyed Sehen, and 313 Cry; 
bus 7bY Rape Bf Dinah; 'Jathb's I Getty 4: \Whit 
brouglw sf rt 1 ge c like Prbvocatior 
to'ravenge 4h What he SA irinte Dugan > "Li! / 
2ly.. 39/427 Oppr>fion;\. 1 Joya theſe Two together, be 
cauſe I fit them if, as the only: Sins inflanced in, which 
brought the Flood upon the 01d World, Genis.Ahd the ehivt 
whith brooght”Hyll- oft bf ageppaibeg: ed 7. 
the-wwo ſtarting nftahees bf Divine Iadigharion, 'ſtr-/up to 
rervife all ſurceeding Apes from the like.) - ne11 
So Drunkenneſs:artd Rivt, which drown Men in Sotrifh 
neſs, and bereave 'them- of! the Forte, 'both- of Afi»d and 
Body, their Reaſon and their 'FM4nd1'to preſetve themſelves, 


and make theny forget the Law, avd pervert the Fadgment 
of the afflifted, Prov. 34.5. When Bemhadad was drinking 
himſelf drunk in the Pavilions, with the Thirty and Two 
Kings that helped, a little handful of Jſraclites routed his 
mighty Army, 1 Kings 30. 16. | [5 15! 

And when Belſhazzar was in the like condition,the Aedes. 
took his City, and ſlew him. 


So 
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So Blaſphemous Oaths, which make a Land mourn. 

Pride, and all its/Retinue, the Rabble of Vices which 
are preſsd to ſerve it ; which. are not caſily reckon'd up. 
See a comprehenfive Place, Zof. 4, 1, 2,7. The Lord hath a 
Comtroverfie with the- Land, becauſe there s no Truth, nor 
Mercy, nor Knowledge of God in the Land, By ſwearing, and 
lying, and killing, and ftealing, and committing Adultery, 
they break out,and Blaud toucheth Bloud ; therefore ſhall the 
Lavud mourn : as they increaſed, ſo have they finn'd again? 
me ; therefore I will turn their Glory into Shame. Sin ſhall 
bring them under Reproach ; but Righteouſneſs promoted, 
prevents, and roots out, at leaſt, reſtrains theſe; and fo 
exalts a Nation, by removing what hinders it, out of the 
way. 

3- lt doth it promovendo adjuvans , by promoting what 
greatly contributes to it. All that beautiful Train of Ver- 
tues, Which are the Ornament, and Eſtabliſhment of Nati- 
ons, are the /ſxe, and the Offspring of Righteouſneſs,brought 
forth, or brought up by it. To inſtance ina few ; 

Diligence and Induſtry, which make Families and King- 
doms rich. But who will be diligent, when the more he / 
acquires, the fairer Markand Prey he is to oppreſſive Vio- 
_ - from which there. is no Juſtice to ſecure and defend 

» 

Honeſty and Fidelity, the great Allurement to Trade 
and Commerce : For who will deal with Treachery, and 
Falſhood, where nothing is to be expected but Cozenage, 
and Fraud ? REF 7 | f 

So Conrage and Yalour,' Which nothing raiſes like a good = 
Conſcience, which is Murs abenens, or guards ſo well as 
the whole Armour of God ; a chief Piece of which.is a Breaſt- 
Plate of Righteouſneſs, Eph. 6. The Righteous are beld as « 
Lion ; but the Wicked fly when none purſue them, Prov: 28. 1. 
And at beſt, can be. but Foolk-harly , for' got-confidering 
their Danger. . | | of 
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Wiſdom, and Confederation ; Which are drowned in Exceſs 
and Riot, Vice inſatuates Men,  atid befools them. Whore- 
dom and\Wine takeaway th& Heart, Hol. 411 and 'make 
Sors;\ ob 2h amet of of AN 92E} TS OS I2T 1009 % 9 

Pallick Spivitedneſs;\anda- natural Kindneſs toour Na- 
tive Land. The Motto of which, is, Suſtire, 4b/tine ; Bear, 
and torbear.. What is ſaid of Charity, '# 'beareth all things, 
hperh all things,endureth all things, i Cor:1 3/7. is true of a 
generous Love'of\'our Country: Fe will” tnjake us bear the 
Burthens neceſſary for irsPteſervation, without murmuring 
and repining, and will forbear' ſelfiſh Satisfaftions, which 
are not conſiſtent with the Publick Good 3 as particular 
Nature Fields, and gives'place to univerſal Nature , for its 
preſervation. | =. = 

So nity and Concord, Piety anJ Probity are the Cen- 
tre, and Bands which faſten Men together. See how they 
love one another, uſed the 'very Heathens to fay of the Pri- 
mirive Chriſtians.” There 'may be COONeney amongſt 
Thieves. and Traytors ;''but true Concord only amongſt 
Righteous Men. The Philofopher obſerved Tong fince, That 
Friendſhip is only amongſt good Men.” 'Tis a Promiſe of the 
Covenant of Grace, by which is" conyeyed all that makes 
us good/;\ That God will give them one Heart, and ove Way; 
Jer. 32 39, 41. And then it is added, 7 wil{ e/tabljſh them 
#faredly; with' my whole - Heart, -and my whole Soul. ' A 
Kingdom divided cannot ſtand ; the Emblem of the Sheaf 
of Arrows is lively-; every-fingle one « Child may 'fnap in- 
ſander; but tound up together, rhe ſtrongeſt Arms cannot 
* breakriem-- Religion' fath'its' Nate: a 'Religando , from 
binding useo God, and one"anvrher : Where the Soul and 
Subſtance 'of Righteouſneſs is duly minded, Men have no 
leifore to- quarrel about its Shadow, and Trimming. 
.: 'The Time would fail me to enumerate half the Vertues 
pEpand 'beautifie'; or Vices;' which*deftroy, and 
llota Nation with Reproach. I muſt leave theni both to 
be ſuggeſted by your own Thoughts; all which, m—_ 
"3 - Picty 
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Picty an1 Probity, plant; or root-out-; lift up the Face of 
one, and make the others hide their Heads, 

4- Righteouſneſs exalts a Nation, by furniſhing it with 
able Men, fit for- the Truſts and Employments in - which 


they areengaged ; than which, nothing can be-deſired, 'or 


conceived more conducive to ſo Noble an 'End: | How can 
that Ship eſcape a Wreck,at the Helm of which is an un- 
Skilful, or unfaithful Hand, «ſpecially, in ſtormy Weatter, 
or amongſt the Rocks ? 

Religion” extends to all Relations, and wijl make Men 
conſcientious in diſcharge'of their relative Duties, with the 
utmoſt Care. They will not dare to undertake them, 
without, at leaſt, competent Abilities ; nor continue in 
them, without faithful improving thoſe Abilities : Yea, 
when Righteouſneſs is the Air, and prevailing Element of a 
Nation, the Youth will ſuck it in, in the Nurſeries of Lear- 
ning; which furnifheth it with Worthy Men in Churcli'd 
State z which proves an ineſtimable Bleſling. 

5. By ' rendring the Subjects quiet, and obedient, and 
ready to ſupport the Government for Conſcience fake to 
God, and Gratitude to Men, and from a Senſe of their own 
Happineſs, they enjoy under it, and an awful Veneration 
with which that Government aftedts them, which is ma- 
naged with Piety and Equity. 

' For as at} harſh and tyfannous Rigour renders it hateful, 
and an over-remiſs Facility renders it deſpicable, and an en- 
couraging of Wickednel(s, and Vice, renders it abomina» 
ble to God, and to the Conſciences of all Men ; 

So conntenancing Religion, and diſtributing Juſtice im- 
partially, and yer with Moderation, fills a Nation with Ad- 
miration, Veneration, Love, and Good-Wilt; which, un- 
der God, 'is the beſt Security of Thrones, and thoſe whiclt 
ſit upon them 5 and therefore, Machiave! would haveRu- 
lers to be rigateony, or at leaft to ſeem ſo, to charm the 
People to that Eſteem of them, which is neceſſary for the 
Safety of themſelyes, and Countries. 

6. As 
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6. AsRj ſneſs renders:the Government eafie and 
-belov'd at home, fo ſecure from abroad ; which two fill 
both the Pages of a People's Wiſhes. | 

Now it ſecures a Nation, by preventing unjuſt Quarrels, 
-2nd pravoking needleſs Troubles from Negabouring Na- 
tions. Thoſe Governments which have extinguiſhed all 
differences of Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, who are 
under no Law of God or Nations, but their own Will and 
Power, who are always watching Advantages to prey upon 
their weaker, or leſs ſuſpicious Neighbours: Such in God's 
juſt Judgment oft bring Ruine, or ſore Troubles upon their 
Countrey. They that trave/ with Iniquity, concerve Miſ- 
chief, and bring forth Falſhood, dig and make Pits for 6 
thers, fall into the Ditch that they made; their Miſchief 
returns upon their own Heads, and their violent dealing upox 
their own Pate, Pfal. 7. 14, 15, 16. | 

The unrighteous Aggreſlors meddle to their own hurt, 
and reap nothing but the Shame of being treacherous, and 
the Vengeance with which ajuſt God repays it. We might 
give abundance of inſtances from Hiſtory, and not a few 
of recent Date ; beſides what roar'd fo loud from Yienna ; 
and fince upon the 7urks, in invading the Empire, during 
' the not expired Truce. But the Scripture-inſtances -of 
Ahab, who might have liv'd quietlyat home; but at Ramorh 
Gilead, where he was, the Aggreſlor died by an Arrow of 
God's own guiding, 1 Kings 22. 34. And eſpecially of Ama- 
fab, who had ruled well and proſperouſly, when he fell 
into /dolatry, 2 Chron. 25. 14. and deſpiſed Admonition, 
w. 15. God left him to himſelf, v.20. to pick an unjuſt Quar- 
rel with his Neighbour, Joafþ King of ſrae/. | 

To whoſe with and friendly Counſels of Peace, when he 
had proudly andobſtinately refuſed to hearken, he routed his 
Army, him himſelf Priſoner, broke down the Walls of 
Jeruſalem ; and brought his Kingdom to ſuch diſtreſs,as was 
icarcely ever known to overwhejm it : All which had been 
prevented, had Righteouſneſs prevail'd to keep him quiet. 

Þ. 


% 
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7, Laſtly, To paſs by many more Advantages, it gives a 
Nation Reputation, that all their Neighbours are afraid to. 
moleſt them. | CIRC (ON 
F thou wilt- keep the Commandments of the Lord thy Got 
d walk in his Ways, atl People of the Farth ſhall ſee that 
thou art talled by the Name of the Lord, and they [bill be a» 
fraid of thee, Deut. 28. 9, 10. .. 
Yes, make' them oourt their Friendſhip; and: feek their: 
Alliance ; When a Man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh Vis 
Enemies to be at Peace with him, Prov. 16, 7. and that: ſu- 
table Paſſage, Zech. 8. 28, 72» Mn, 2 number of Perfe-- 
tion ; that is, very 'many of ail Languages of the Nations, 
fhull take hold of 'the Skirt of one that is. ; ' Jew; ſaying, we- 
will go with you; for. we have heard that God is with you: 
» Theſe-ate x few of the Reaſons why, and Means by whicht: 
Righteouſneſs exalrs a Nation, makes it flourtlh; and- ſets it 
up in Honour, Safety, Plemy,- and in all defirable -Profperi-- 
'g and'are' in- Truth, comparatively”, - but 'a- td{t6 hd: 
inkling; bat one Cluſter” vf-Genpes,! Tuth as the Spies 
brovght trom-the Brook of Zjbco!, Numb. t3. 25 to ſhew 
what Fruits a- Land-of Righteouſneſs brings forth. for. its: 
Inhabitants. OED. - © wy 
{Put vathe-conrrary, Untighteouſnefs, Tniquity; 'and Sits 
pall down uponunyi People wil God's Curſes ; and/whete 
they prevail, 7 Yixe'ot that Land: ##' the | Pine of Sodom, 
and'of the Fields of Gomorrab-;. the Grapes ate Grapes of 
Gall, their Cluſters are bitter ; Their Wine is the Poiſon, of 
Dragons, and.the cruel Venom of Aſps: ot 
And now,Right Honourable, much honoured, and: well: 
beloved in our Lord, I humbly beg your leave thatl' may, 
and your Parience whilſt,] endeavour ro make a free tmmpar-- 
tial improvement of what hath been delivered,,in a feaſona-- 
ble Application. | 
I ſhall diſpatch it in two Uſes. 
T1. Information. 
2. Exhortation. 
Eirſt,. 
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Firſt, By ' way of Information. IF. Piety, Equity; and 
Honeſty cxalta Land, its People and Government, in Ho- 
_ nour, Safety, Plenty, render it proſperous and onrifding, 

ket-me draw. theſe Fqur inſtructive Inferences. - 

I. Let us learn hence who are the moſt faithful to their 
Country's Intereſt, and the trueſt Friends to Government, 
righteous, religious, juſt, ſober, upright, honeſt Men ; or 


gn gadleſs, ugyuſt, debaych 'd, fraudulent , diſhoneſt 


WM Man would think ir impoſſible to er, in making Judg- 
ment in ſoplain a-Caſe : For. ſurely: they; are: Friends 
who do it good, than. they that do it miſchief; they that 
hold it up, than they that pull it down; they that engage 
God tq be its Delender, than-thoſe who provoke him to bes; 
come its Enemy: ; they that ſerve | it than thoſe who ſerve 
13 ef: i: », 

apon 6 col however it comes to if, never was poiſon'd 

oopanay.opde afe.0t, , 25 this 3: I ſay; as ths 

A db. honeſteſt .of 'Men, that! they!/were 
not ſts be to Ce/ar, true to their Country's s 

and Government. - : wilt, 

That it ſhould be thus very Py is not unaccoun- 

Gore e..aor need, it feem ſirange, if we-confider that1 xoſt 

mms have been idolatrans, licentious, wicked; wy 

moſt are the worſt, the Community : too read 

mala with then, and applaud them as being like. t fem 

and making their corrupt advantage of them. Thoſe who 

- could not doſo, but ſhewed the moſt innocent diſlike, and 

molt modeftly bewailed, or reproved what they faw. amiſs, 

were ſtigmatized andbranded with this hateful Character, 

as Enemies to the Publick, as the moſt ſwinging Revenge 

; could take of them, as expoſing them to the URD 
Hate and Danger. 

Thus it fared with Noah in the old World. 

And thus was Lot treated in Sodom, becauſe his righte- 
ous Soul was vexed with their Abominations, and could 
not 
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not comply ; and becauſe he diſſuaded them from an Abo- 
mination, not to be named , as modeſtly and kindly, as, 
the oylieſt Words could expreſs it, / pray you, Brethren, 
do not ſo wickedlty, Gen. 19.7. they reproach him as a buſic 
malepert aſſuming Fellow, which muſt needs be, forſooth, 
2 Sodom-mender, This Fellow came in to be a Sojourner, and 
he will needs be a Fudge; therefore will we deal worſe -with 
thee than with them. Gen. 19, 7. 

Thus it fared with David amongſt Saul's Sycophants ; 
though he ventured his | Lite far, and wrought ſuch great 
Salvations for his People, and was ſo: innocent beyond Ex+ 
ception, that ' Sax/ was conſtrained, more than once, to 
acknowledge him more righteous thanhimſelt, The Land 
of Iſrael was too: hot for him and he: found more ſhelter 
amoneſt the Philiſtins, whoſe Champion' he had ſlain,: than 
io his own Countrey ; | for the fake of which; he. put . his 
Life in his Hand, and ventured the Combat in which he 
. ſlew him. 

Eliah was the Troubler of /ſ-ae/, though in Truth t!:e 
Chariots and Horſemen ;* and Feſabe/ muſt have his Head. 

And holy Feremiah, the beſt Man then alive,: nu/# dye 
as one, who ſought not the Welfare of his People, but their 
Hurt, Jer. 38. 4. and King Zedekiab himſelf had much ado 
to ſave him. *& ls 9-2, | | 

The Time would'fail me totell you of Zarharzas the Son 
of Febojadah, of 1/aiah, Daniel, Amos,whoſe Words the Land 
could not bear; and of all the Prophets, and Old Teſtament 
Saints, of which /Zebrews the rxth gives ſo large an Ac- 
count :. And they of the New Teſtament ſped no better ; 
tis more than petty Treaſon in Fohn Baptiſt, to tell / rod, 
twas unlawful to have his Brother's Wife, and his Head 
muſt pay for it. Our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, was accuſed for 
ſpeaking againſt Ceſar, P erverting tbe Nation, and for bile 
ding to give Tribute to Cafar, St. Luke 23. 2. So impudent 
was their Malice, to lic in a Matter of Fact, when he had 
vindicated Ce/ar's Right in ſet conference with them, 

: E and 
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and bid themgive to Ceſar the things which were Ceſars ; 
Mark. 11. t7. and wrought a complicated Miracle to pay him 
Tribute: Mat. 17.27. Nay, Pilate himſelf was bugbear'd into 
the Murther of the Lord' of Glory, by this Weapon, /f hon 
let 1his Man go, thok att not Ceſar's Friend. Joli. 19. 12. 

Wher 7ertullxs the Orator was hired to accuſe St. Pau/, 
that ele Veſlel, he could find no ranker Poiſon, in which 
to dip his venal Tongue, than, We fornd rhis Man a peſti« 
tent Fellow, anda Mover of Sedition, AQs 24. 5.' And 
his Fellows, the Holy Apoſtles, were ſhot at with the like 
mvenom'd Arrows. :And the Primitive Chriſtians, becauſe 
they could not ſwear. by Ce/ar's Genius, or ofter Incenſe to 
his Statue; - thoughirhey prayed for him moſt zealoyſly, 
obeyed him moſt loyally, in all-rhings conſiſtent with their 
obeying God, and'lived moſt innocently and uſefully a- 
mang their Fellow-Subjes ; yet were eſteemed no- better 
rhanTraytors and Rebels,and common Enemiesof Mankind: 
But I hope better things now. 

The Setond Zvference : If . Righteoufneſs exalt, and Sin 
reproach a Nation : They take wrong: Meaſures, and give 
others falſe-aimm, who think the carnal. Policy of conniving 
at Men's Unrighteouſneſs , and humouring them in their 
Lufts ; and | waning. them, by laying the ;Reins of their 
Wickedneſs looſe upon their Necks, leſt they grow turbu- 
lent and kick, if they feel the Curb or' Spur, is the only 
way to ſettle a Nation, and ſecire its Intereſt, in Honour, 
Satety, Peace. Surely this is to build with untempered Mor- 
rar ; and the Wall, FA built; will fall, and overwhelm thoſe, 
who vainly hoped to be ſheltred and defended by it :- For 
God hath faid; Ler Favour be ſhewed to the Wicked; yet 
will he not learn Righteouſneſs : In the Land of Uprightneſs 
will he deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the Majeſty of the 
Tord. Ia. 26. ro. 

3. We may hence conjecture, yea foreſee, what is like to 
be the Fate of Nations, according to the Prevalency of Righ- 
tcouſneſs or Sin, in the midſt of them; 'tis in proportion- 
like to þe with People, as with Perſons. Say 
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Say tothe Rigbteous, it ſhall be well with them; for they 
ſhall eat the Fruit of their Doings. Say to the Wicked, it 
ſhall be ill with them ; for the Reward of his tlands ſhall be 
given him, Iſa. 3.10. 

The Words of Micah are fo appoſite, and fo. very awa- 
kening, that I cannot forbear tranſcribing them ; hoping 
you will conſider from fo great a Prophet, what you would 
not mind from ſo mean a Speaker. 

I am full of Power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of Judg- 
ment, and of Might, to declare unto Jacob his Tranſgreſſions; 
and to Iſrael his Sin. Micah 3.8. Hear this] pray you, ye 
Heads of the Houſe of Facob, and Princes of the Houſe of 
Iſrael, that abhor Judgment, and pervert all Equity, v. g. 
They build up Zion with Blood, and Jeruſalem with Iniquity, 
'V. 10. The Heads thereof judge for Reward, and the Prieſts 
thereof teach for Hire, and the Prophets thereof divine for 
— Tet will they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, 1s not the 
Lord among us > None Evil can come among us, V.1l. Now 
comes their Doom : Therefore ſhall Zion for your ſakes be 
plowed as a Field,and Jeruſalem ſhall become Heaps, and the 
Mountain of the Houſe, as the high Places of the Foreſt, v.12. 
Such Vengeance will a righteous God, feoner or later, cauſe 
to overtake unrighteous Nations. 

+ See what an infinite. Advantage it is, to have Righte- 
ouſneſs flourifh; and righteous. Men advanced into Autho- 
rity, who may by their Example bring it into Reputation, 
and by their Power encourage and proted& it: And & con- 
tra; When the Fo are in Authority,the People rejoice : 
But when the Wicked beareth Rule, the People mourn : And 
good reaſon they have to do ſo, if they love their - Coun- 
trey, and my Text be Scripture. 

Secendly, For Exhortation, «x. In general to al, 2, In 
particular to thoſe concern'd on this folemn Occaſion. 

In genersl, I beſeech you all in the Bowels of Chriſt, who 
ſhed his Bloud to redeem «s un entquity, and to purchaſe 
ts binſelf a pecwiar Peop _—_ of good Works, Tit. 2. 

2 14- 
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1.4. Which he kath appointed'us to walk in: Yea, Fre- 
quire, and. charge you inthe Name of the Great, the Righ- 
teous, and the Dreadful Judge of Quick and Dead, to whom 
we mult all ſhortly give an Account ; yea, I adjure you, by 
all that's dear to you, and may be moving with you, as Me, 
as Parents, as Engliſh-men, as Chriſtians, as Reformed Chri- 
ftians; as you love and deſire the Proſperity of your Souls, 
your Families, your Native Conntry, the Government, under 
which you. enjoy. ſo many Comforts, your Churth, your 
Holy Religion, which is our Glory ; By all theſe, and by 
whateverelſe may be named, or thought on, that you love, 
practiſe, and promote with your utmoſt Induſtry and Zeal, 
in your Perſons, Families, Neighbourhood, and Nation, uni- 
verſal, unrelerved Righteouſneſs, Piety. Equity, Honeſt y,every 
one in your Places and Capacities : This is Totum Hominis ; 
the Summ of your Duty , Buſineſs, Happineſs ; Ab- 
ſtain fromall Evil, Name and Thing, Act and Appearance. 
Let not /mpiery, Iniquity, Diſhonefty, be ſo much as once na- 
med among you,' as becometh Saints, Eplu. 5. 3. unleſs with 
deteſtation and -abhorrences Yer. 11. And have no Fellow» 
ſhip with any unfraitful Works of Darkneſs, but regrove them 
rather : And follow after Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, 
without which none ſhall ſee God, Heb. 12. 14. | 
Ceaſe to dy evil; learn to do well; iawake to Righteouſneſs, 
and: fin nat > Mair, Yea," Die'td Sin, and Tive to Righte- 
owſneſs, Cor:ings © nd ol one to race 0 eV 
Deny all Ungodlineſs, and: worldly Lufts, and walk righ- 
rteouſly, ſoberly, and godly in this preſent Horld, Tit. 2. 17, 
Giving to God, thy Neighbour, -and thy. Self, what's due 
to every of them; with a. Conſcience-void 'of: .offence' to al}. 
And this is the Way, the only ſure Way; -to fave thy Setrl 
trom the Wrath to come, :and your Selves,- and dear Poſlce 
rity, your dearer Countrey, your ' Charch , and Religion , 
which ſhould be deareſt 'of them all ;> from - theithreatriing 
Dangers ,; and. impending Storm which out. .mighty Sins 
have'gathered into fo dark a Cloud, ſo ready to btesk, and 
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to diſcharge it ſelf upon our guilty Heads : Without this, 
all will ſucceed ill, were our Armies as numerous as thoſe 
of Xerxes, or Senacherib, and all as valiant, and daring as 
their Royal Leader ; our Fleet as gallant as that which con- 
uered at Lepanto; our Sinews of War , a Fund asin;xhau- 
ible as the Ocean; and the Arm of Fleſh as ſtrong «as 
Hercules, or Samſon, or you can with, or fanſie ; all will 
dwindle, and melt, and vaniſh into nothing, it God blow 
upon us, or hide his Face, And the Prophet /atah hath 
told you, //a. 59. z. That your /aiqaities perſiſted in, and 
Sirs unrepented of, will make him do it. 

Bur ſome will ſay, What would you have us do > The 
Flouds of ungodly Men maks us affraid, Plal. 18. 4 He that 
departeth from Evil, makes himſelf a Prey, Ia. 59. 15. Our 
very Remedy is turned into our Diſeaſe ; Religion, which 
ſhould help us, is turn'd againſt ir ſelf ; and the Form of it 
combats againſt the Power,almoſt as dangeroully as an open 
Enemy. Omnia cum liceant, non licet ) efſe pium. 
If the Foundatious be removed, what can the Righteous do > = 
Pſal. 11.3. Pl tell you as plainly as I can. 

Firſt, Take heed of Hypocriſfie, and overweening At- 
{cation of Singularity. Pharifaical Cenſuring, and De/pi- 
ſing others, Zuke 18. 9. and faying, Stand by thy ſelf, I am 
holier than thou, Ia. 65. 5. Make not things worſe than 
they are ; nor brand every one thou fanſieſt not to be thy 
Friend, as an Enemy of God; nor the ſincere Devotions ot 
others, to be meer Fcrmalities , becauſe they would be 
ſo in thy felt, if thou ſhouldſt uſe them with thy preſcar 
Principles, and Prejudices. | 

Secondly,. Be not diſcouraged to do: thy Duty,. becauſe 
others negle& theirs; not ſcar'd from promoting Righte- 
ouſneſs,. by the reproach of Singularity. *T1s better to be 
righteous alone, than wicked with the greateſt company , 
or in company of the greateſt. Conſider what our Lord's 
Interrogatory implies; What do ye more than others 2 Mat. 
5.47. Remember there is a Praiſe-worthy, as _ L. a 
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Blame-worthy affected Singularity. If others will not do 
their Duty to fave a Nation, let not that hinder thee from 
doing thine: Let them return to thee ; but return not thou 
to them, Jer. 15.19. There is nothing of which the Scrip- 
'ture gives more ſignal Inſtances, than the beſt Men ſtanding 
ſingle, and alone in their Places and Generaaions. Noah, 
Job, Abraham, and Moſes ſtood in the Gap, to turn away 
Wrath from Iſrael. Foſeph, Elijah, 7 am left alone. Mi- 
caiah, Daniel, Few find the narrow Way, Mar. 7. 14. St. Paul, 
Athanaſius, &Cc. 

2. Be exhorted therefore to mourn, at leaſt, for all the 
Abominations in the midſt of us; as thoſe good Souls did, 
Ezek.g. 4 and God will fet his Mark upon thee ; and if 
thou canſt not deliver a Nation, no or Son, nor Daughter, 
thou ſhalt however deliver thy own Soul, Ezek. 14. 20. 

3- Cry mightily to God to pardon thy own, and the 
Nation's ſmpiety, Iniquity, Improbity, and with an holy 
and pathetick vehemency, call to Heaven and Earth in 
Jſaiah's Words, Chap. 45. ver. 8. Drop down, ye Heavens, 
from above, and let the Skies poar down Righteouſneſs: Let 
the Earth open, and let them bring forth Salvation ; and 
let Righteouſneſs ſpring up together : And ſue out thoſe 
gracious Promiſes that God hath made to his Church, con- 
cerning Righteouſneſs, yet to be fulfilled ; to haſten their 
Accomplihment : Such as theſe, amongſt many. 7wiZ 
reftore thy Judges as at the firſt, and thy Counſellers, as at 
the beginning ; afterwards thou ſhalt be called a City of 
Righreoſſ the faithful City,Wa: 1.26. In Righteouſneſs 
ſhalt thou be eftalliſhed, and ſhalt be far from Oppreſſion, 
Chap. 54-14. 7 will make thy Officers Peace, and thine Ex- 
alters Righteouſneſs, ch. 60. 17. = ver. 21. Thy People alſo 
Jhall be all righteous. And pray down that New Heaven, 
and New Earth, wherein Righteouſneſs ſhall dwell ; which 
we expe, and St. John ſaw deſcending, 2 Pet. 3. 13. Rev. 
21.1. | 
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IT. The Second Branch of the Exhortation [ ſhall dire& 
to all concerned in the ſolemn Buſineſs of the Day ; Plain» 
tifs and Detendants, Counſellers and Pleaders, Jurors and 
Witneſles. I beſeech, and warn you , to do all you do, 
ſay all you fay,as in the ſight and hearing of him who judg- 
eth righteouſly, and will render to every Man according 
to his Deeds : A// whoſe Ways are Judgment, a God of Truth, 
and without Iniquity ; juſt and right is he, Deut. 32. 4. 

And it we muſt give an Account for every idle Word at 
the Day of Judgment, Mat. 12. 36. how much more for 
every falſe, malicious, ſcornſul Word, fpoken befere a facred 
Tribunal of Fudgmeut > Briefly, 

1. Do to others, as you would others ſhould do to you. 
None of you would be falſly witneſſed againſt, ſworn our 
of your Eitates, Lives, Liberties, by a falſe Oath, or have: 
advantage taken of your Ignorance, or Weakneſs, to oppreſs 
you in Judgment, or be run down by Noiſe and Clamour?: 
Do not ſerve others ſo. 

2. Do as Conſcience will do by yow at that Tribunal whi- 
ther you arc haſtaing ; that will therr ſpeak rhe Truth, the 
whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth. Let that guide 
you, not Favour, nor Aﬀetion, Love, or Hatred, Faction, 
or Partiality, Expectation of Reward, or Fear of Revenge. 

Laſtly, Let me, without imputation of indecent Rude- 
neſs, or. immodeſt Boldneſs, My Right Fonourable Lords, 
the Reverend Fudges, be your Remembrancer, not to in- 
ſtrut you in your Duty ; which you know munch better 
than I can teach it ; but to-encourage you to periiſt in the 
performance of it. ha 

As the Nations Happineſs abſolutely depends upon the: 
flouriſhing of Righteouſneſs, and its flowing down as a mighty 
Stream ; 10 the promoting of Godlineſs and Picty, Tuftice 
and Equity, Honeſty and Probity, doth much depend upon 
your Love to them, Zeal for them, and Courage to execute 
true Judgment with Impartiality and. Truth, 
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- The Motives to it, are ſo many, and ſo cogent, 1 have 
neither need, nor time to reckon them up; I only beſeech 
yow always to carry them with you, .and often to retle4 
upon them, 77 

- One is inſtead. of all ; which 1 ſhall repeat in the Words 
of the good and great Jehofhaphat, 2 Chron.19.6. Take heed 
what you do ;* for you. judge not for Man, but for the Lord, 
who is with you in Judgment. Ver. 7. Wherefore now let the 

Fear of the Lord be upon you; take heed, and do it ; for there 
is no iniquity withthe Lord, nor reſet of perſons, nor taking 
of Gifts;thus ſhall you do faithfully, and with a perfed heart. 
Ver. 10. And what Cauſe ſoever ſhall come to you of your 
Brethren, between Bloud and Bloud, Law and Commandments, 
Statutes and Judgments, you ſhall warn them that they treſ- 
paſs not againſt the Lord, and ſo Wrath come upon you, and 
«pon your Brethren: This do, and you ſhall not treſpaſs. 
Ver.-11. Deal courageouſly, and the Lord ſhall be with the 
Good. 

. 'Franciſcus Alverivs writes of ſome Ethiopian Judges, 
who fate upon the Foot-ſtool of their Chairs , leaving the 
Seat empty for God, or Angels to fit in. 

And Plato tells us, That Judgment uſed to be admini- 
ſtred near the Temples, that the Reverence of the Deity 
might bend the bad Mind to the doing of Juſtice ; and 
I humbly hope, this taking the Pulpir in the way to the 
Bench, may have the like Effet : Amen. 
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